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DISCUSSION  WITH   CRAWFORD   ON   MEMBERS 
OP   AUSTRALIAN   LABOUR   GOVERNMENT    (19L5) 


Prom:      CANBERRA 

To:  MOSCO'V 

No'  235  21    juiy  19j^ 

To  VIKTOR.^1'   3th  Department, 


In 


a  conversation  with  me  John  CBAWORD<  head  of  the 


?K^avCh.Eepartme^t  of    the  «ln*8try  of  Post-War  Reconstruction 

the  I(!srS      Shnl  S^fi   sec?;«taCy  JV*&8  Australian  Legation   In 

the  USSR),    while  on   the   subject  of  CHIFLBY,   who   filled   the   place 

or  teaaer  or   the  Labour   Party  and   Prime-Minister   after  CURTlv's 

death,    said   that  the   latter  stood  between   the   centre   and    the    left 

miSSru     i£™Pa.»ty  ^fjZ03  more    Progressive   than  CURTIN.     After 
CURTIN     CHIFLEY  was   (k5    the  most]   suitable    [BjS  candidate]    for   the 
transitional   period   from  war   to  peace.      In  C*s    [k.)  opinion  CHIFLEY 
naa   a  number  of  qualities  which  make   him  outstanding  among   Labour 
people:    a  clear  mind,    furthermore   strength  of  will,    also   [5  groups 
unrecoveredj   boldness   and  decisiveness    in  carrying  out  measures   in 
hand.      In   the   past   he  was 

(12  groups   unrecovered] 
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\1   It   d?^?cfUJ  rfhether  CHIPLBY's  goverrunent  will   be   successful 
in   the    19U6  elections.      By  the    introduction 

(53   groups   unrecoverable} 

I?L??Vln8!«!   in  !he    banJcs-f    *f  Labour   is   not  successful  in   the   I9U-. 
election,    then   their  bills[a]   will   remain    (1    group  unrecovered > 
papers.     Speaking   of  other  members   of   the  government  C.    said   thit 
the  extreme   right  wing  of   the   Labour  Party   is  headed   by  BEASLEy' 
™  "  5U}1*'   in  agreement  with  LANG    in    the    struggle   against    the 
Soviet  Union  and    the  Communist  Party   [KAMPARTIYarsic!]  1.     The 
Labour  centre   is   headed  by  EVATT.      On   the   left  wing   there    is  -VAW 
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T.N.:    [a J     ZAKONOPROEKTY:      I.e.   bills   before  Parliament. 
Comments:    [i]     Lt.-Cen.   P.M.    PITIN. 

[ii}     Semen   Ivanovich  MAKAROV. 
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